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ARSENITE OF BROMINE OR TER-BROMIDE OF 
ARSENIC—THE NEW REMEDY IN 
DIABETES MELLITUS. 

Arsenite of bromine is a chemical union of arsenious acid and 
bromine—the proportion being 240 parts by weights of bromine to 
99 parts of arsenious acid. The drugs are weighed out, placed in 
a bottle together and allowed to stand. Union takes place very 
slowly, oftea requiring many days, and gives us an oily liquid— 
arsenite of bromine or ter-bromide of arsenic—which is soluble in 
water, alcohol and glycerine. The addition of water to the crude 
drugs hastens the union, but the article formed without the addition 
of water is much less irritating to the stomach. 

The pure chemical, arsenite of bromine, is never used in medicine 
but is dissolved in water, alcohol or glycerine in proportion of 10 
grains of arsenite of bromine to the ounce of solvent. This solution 
is called Liquor Brom.-Arsen, and two minims of it contains } of 
a grain—the usual dose of arsenite of bromine. Should we prescribe 
Liquor Brom.-Arsen alone, we order it to be taken in three drop 
doses, three times a day in a glass of water, and gradually increase 
the dose to five drops. When ordered ina menstruum we may 
write: R. Liq. Brom.—Arsen, 3i.; Glycerine, q. s. ft. Ziv,; M. 
Sig; Teaspoonful in a glass of water after meals. This gives usa 
canary colored liquid with a chloral odor, and if we use a small 
teaspoon, two to the dose. 
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So far the therapeutic virtues of arsenite of bromine have been 
employed chiefly in the treatment of diabetes mellitus. Clemens, of 
Frankfort, was the first to propose this treatment and claims to have 
been singularly successful in his cases. Gilliford, of Alleghany, Pa., 
derived marked benefit from it and has reported four cases to sus- 
tain his statements, Since then Austin Flint, Jr., has endorsed the 
above treatment, and reported cases to the point. Flint tells us 
that while he has not felt justified in employing the remedy to the 
exclusion of anti-diabetic diet, he has obtained marked effects from 
it in controlling the amount of sugar discharged, the excessive 
thirst, and other distressing symptoms. From all cases reported it 
would appear that two weeks of treatment consisting of anti-diabetic 
diet and three—gradually increased to five—drop doses of Liquor 
Brom.-Arsen in a glass of water after meals is sufficient to clear 
the urine of sugar in most cases. Should future clinical evidence 
confirm those statements, we can pride ourselves on having in 
arsenite of bromine and an anti-diabetic diet as reliable a treatment 
for diabetes mellitus as is nitro-glycerine and chloride of gold and 
soda for chronic Bright’s disease. 

Arsenite of bromine may also have a feature in the treatment of 
certain skin diseases, particularly those of nervous origin,in catarrhs 
of the trachea and upper air passages, in phthisis, certain liver and 
pancreatic affections, and in neurotic anzemia, chorea, etc. Given 
in alternation with the hypophosphites of lime and soda it might also 
prove useful in the treatment of cancer. G. 


NEW METHODS AND REMEDIES IN THE TREAT- 
MENT OF PSORIASIS. 


Among the many inconveniences met with in the local treatment 
of psoriasis in the past has been the difficulty of keeping the medi- 
cal agent in constant contact with the seat of disease, and at the 
same time preventing the patient’s linen from being discolored by 
the application. Under old methods, this was almost impossible to 
accomplish, but since the introduction of traumaticine as a protec- 
tive, the difficulty has been almost entirely overcome, Traumaticine 
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is neither more nor less than a 10 fer cent. solution of purified gutta- 
percha in chloroform, and should be thickly painted over the 
patches to which the active medicinal agent has been already 
applied. The painting should extend beyond the border of each 
patch so as to prevent the previous local application from spreading 
beyond the necessary limits aad thus staining the sound skin or 
soiling the linen. The pellicle formed by traumaticine is more 
delicate and flexible than when either collodion or gelatine is used 
for the same purpose. 

Chrysophanic acid, probably, holds the first place in the list of 
new remedies employed in the treatment of psoriasis. The psoriatic 
patch should first be washed in a soap-lotion and brushed well so as 
to detach as many scales as possible. Then a ten fer cent, solu- 
tion of chrysophanic acid in chloroform should be brushed well 
into the patch so that when the chloroform will have evaporated, each 
patch will be loaded with the pure acid and have the color of iodo- 
form. A thick layer of traumaticine is now applied as a protective. 
If the patches be small and few this treatment may be repeated 
daily, but if large and numerous, once in two or three days will be 
sufficient. After from three to a dozen applications the scales dis- 
appear, and are replaced by white patches with violet-brown 
borders. 

Chrysarobin is another much wanted remedy in the treatment of 
psoriasis. After the patches have been washed and prepared as 
above, a 15 per cent. solution of chrysarobin in chloroform is ap- 
plied with a common paint brush to the parts, and traumaticine pro- 
tective, painted on as soon as the chloroform in the first solution has 
evaporated. 

The above drugs generally succeed rapidly in cases of moderate 
infiltration, but in cases where the scales are abundant and the 
patches thick and deeply infiltrated, the profession look for happier 
results from a 10 per cent. solution of pyrogallic acid in ether. 
This, too, is covered by a layer of traumaticine. We must be 
more cautions, however, in applying pyrogallic acid than we are 
when using either chrysophanic acid or chrysarobin, because several 
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cases have been reported in which fatal results followed its absorp- 
tion. This, however, need not deter us from using the remedy 
within moderate limits and with due respect’ to the amount of raw 
or bleeding surface to which it is applied. G. 


GALL STONES, THEIR PREVENTION AND _ TREAT- 
MENT. 

In an article read before the Mississippi Valley Medical Associa-- 
tion by Wm. A. Byrd, M. D., of Quincy, Ill., on the above subject, 
we make the following extracts. 

In Europe the Germans recommend the Carlsbad water, and the 
French Vichy. ,In this country our alkaline and alkaline-sulphur 
springs will answer equally as well. For instance the Congress 
springs at Saratoga, Bladon spring in Alabama, the California Selt- 
zer springs, the St. Louis springs in Michigan and the Perry and 
Versailles springs in Illinois, would answer as alkaiine waters. Many 
other springs would answer as well. 


Many patients would be pecuniarily unable to go to any watering 


place and such would have to be put upon proper treatment at home, 
being careful to have alkalies taken at proper times and looking well 
to the action of the bowels. Of course exercise that can be taken 
amid agreeable company will be of very decided advantage. In the 
July, 1877, number of the American Journal of Medical Sciences 
Dr. Thomas H. Buckler of Baltimore recommended the use of “ the 
hydrated succinate of the peroxyde of iron” in the treatment of 
biliary lithiasis. His idea was that succinate of iron would yield 
‘sufficient oxygen to prevent the cholesterine from crystallizing or 
forming new compounds. In his hands it seemed to have the desired 
effect, but the reports from other observers are not so favorable, and 
now after the lapse of seventeen years I doubt if many of the pro- 
fession recollect it. 

The first intimation that a patient has that he is afflicted with 
gall-stones is a sudden attack of bilious colic, which is ushered in 
with a chill, generally followed by fever, sweating and excruciating 
pain in the region of the gall-bladder. This pain passes off aftera 
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variable time, and recurs at intervals more romote. The pain is 
caused by a gall-stone becoming lodged in the cystic or common 
duct, most frequently, though a stone may meet with obstructions 
anywhere in the hepatic duct that will cause an equal amount of pain. 
It ceases when the calculus has passed on to the intestine or back 
into the gall-bladder. A different issue may occur, as the stone may 
cause ulceration that will establish a biliary fistula leading into the 
intestine, stomach, bronchi, abdominal cavity, externally or into the 
substance of the liver causing abscess. Although hepatic colic is 
generally the first sympton that may call the patient’s or physician’s 
attention to the liver as the seat of mischief, there is a latent stage 
of the disease when the calculi are forming. 

Seldom is there any symptom during this period that will call for 
treatment, but at times there is a kind of intermittent fever with 
intermissions of a week or more, denominated by Charcot as “la 
fievre intermittente hepatiqus.”” Such a condition should lead the 
physician to suspect hepatic lithiasis. 

It is seldom indeed that the calculi can be felt through the abdo- 
minal walls. Many patients that are subject to gall-stones, owing to 
sedentary habits, and perhaps heredity, are quite fleshy and no man’s 
touch would be sufficiently erudite to decide that there were con- 
cretions in their gall-bladders. Even in very thin persons such a 
method if relied upon alone would prove extremely fallacious. For 
instance I have here a gall-bladder containing biliary calculi that I 
took from a patient the tenth of this month. I do not think any 
man could have felt them through the abdominal walls, yet I had 
diagnosed their existence six weeks before the lady’s death. There 
remains another method of deciding certainly the presence of biliary 
calculi and that is by exploring the gall-bladder with a fine aspirator 
needle or other slender instrument. 

This method of diagnosis had been proposed by varions physicians, 
but was first practiced by Dr. James T. Whittaker, of Cincinnati, 
April 20, 1882, and described fully by Dr. Joseph Ranschoff in a 
paper entitled.“‘A contribution to the Surgery of the Liver,” read 
before the surgical section of the American Medical Association at 
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its meeting in St. Paul in June, 1882, and published in the New York 
Medical Record for September 2, 1882. The same method is recom- 
mended with a report of a case in which it wastried by Dr. George 
Harley, of London, in the Medical Times and Gazette, numbers for 
July 5 to 12, 1884. The method was successful in the hands of all 
these gentlemen, and though not being entirely devoid of danger, 
is worthy of further trial in suitable cases. Local rise of tempera- 
ture at the site of the gall bladder over that of surrounding parts 
sometimes indicates the existence of an impacted gall-stone. 

Jaundice is not a complication and an accompanying symptom in 
cases of biliary colic, except in those cases where the ductus com- 
munis or hepatic duct are closed by an impacted calculus. The cal- 
culus either breaks up, or passes on into the intestines or back into 
the gall bladder when the patient is relived. If it passes on into the 
intestine it frequently becomes entangled in the appendix vermifor- 
mis or the illeoccecal valve, causing inflammation, ulceration and ob- ' 
struction of the bowel followed by the death of the patient. 

Even should the calculus pass the intestine without being arrested 
and causing damage, the tendency to form other calculi has not been 
arrested. 

To discover gall-stones that have passed into the bowels the feces 
should be placed upon a sieve and washed with a stream of water. 
The treatment of gall-stones, outside of the prophylactic, which has 
already been pointed out, must be divided into medical or palliative 
or surgical and radical. 

The medical treatment was the only one that received any atten- 
tion whatever from the profession until recently. Anodynes are 
indicated for the great pain. Of these, opium orsome of its deriva- 
tives rank first, then come chloroform and ether. 

Durand recommended a mixture of oil of turpentine and ether; 
and some one, I have forgotten who, recommends large doses of 
olive oil. Dr. T. H. Buckler, of Baltimore, contributes a valuable 
article in the July, 1867, number of the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, entitled “ Solvenets of Cholestetine,” in which he 
recommends chioroform very highly and quotes H. Bunce Jones in 
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regard to the permeability of tissues to show that chloroform taken 
into the stomach will permeate the surrounding tissues so as to reach 
the impacted calculus and dissolve it. His experiments proved tur- 
pentine to be of no value as a solvent. Ether is a good solvent. 
But owing to its great volatility is not permanent enough in ordinary 
doses to accomplish the desired good. Chloroform is not only not 
so volatile but is a better solvent than any other agent and its 
anodyne qualities place it next to opium when taken into the stom- 
ach for the relief of pain. ° 

Many who have tried the chloroform treatment indorse it for the 
benefits derived from it, but attribute all the good effects to its 
anodyne qualities, denying that it can so permeate the tissues as to 
reach and dissolve the calculus, 

They think that when the muscular fibres of the duct are relaxed 
by its anodyne effect the calculus passes on to the intestine and the 
trouble is relieved. 

Let the reason be as it may, in my hands chloroform has been the 
only effective agent for anything like a satisfactory relief of bilious 
colic. 

I have several patients who have been subject to the trouble for 
years that have been apparently permanently relieved, and one, a 
circuit judge, that never goes away from home without his bottle of 
chloroform mixture with him. Yet he has had at one time a respite 
of nearly three years. 

Mixtures of this kind should always be dispensed by the physician 
himself to prevent the possibility of the patient contracting the mor- 
phine or chloroform habit. Afterthe colic is relieved prophylactic 
treatment should be insisted upon. Dr. Chas. Wesley Rook, of 
Quincy, suggests injecting a small quantity of chloroform into the 
gall-bladder with an aspirator to secure a solution of the stones. 

When the common ducts become occluded by a number of calculi 
or by one large calculcus the bile continues to accumulate, and the 
gall-bladder and the terminal hepatic ducts become over distended 
and the patient’s life is in immediate increasing danger. In former 
years this was a deplorable condition indeed for a patient to be 
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placed in, as the surgeon’s great respect for the peritoneum forbade 
him giving his patient any chance for his life beyond the application 
of hot cataplasms and the exhibition of large anodyne doses. The 
introduction of the aspirator has placed at our command an appli- 
ance that can be used as a palliasive and, at times, we can secure a 
cure by its proper use. In a case I saw with Dr. E. C. King, of 
Payson, Illinois, some two years since, the gall bladder was greatly 
distended and the patient was suffering in agony. To give imme- 
diate relief I introduced an aspirator needle into the gall bladder 
and drew away three ounces of its contents, giving the patient great 
ease. This being followed by an anodyne the offending calculus 
passed on into the intestine. 

She has been taking remedies to correct the tendency to the 
formation of calculi since, and has only suffered occasionally from 
hepatic colic. 

Each attack has been readily relieved with anodynes without 
further resort to instrumental interference. The relief of the dis- 
tension will relax the contracted duct, or remove the pressure acting 
as an irritant; that being removed permits the congestive swelling 
to subside and allows the stone to pass on, as is frequently the case 
with urine passing a stricture of the uretha after an over-distension 
of -the bladder has been relieved by aspiration. When the pain is 
not relieved by anodynes or aspiratior, or when there is reason to 
suspect that ulceration of the coats of the ducts is going on some- 
thing must be done, and that something.else is the operation first 
performed by our illustrious countryman, and perfected and popu- 
larized by no less illustrious an Englishman, Mr. Lawson Tait, 
cholecystotomy. This operation has before it as fair a field as has 
perineal section for the relief of cystitis, and other diseases of that 
organ. Mr. Tait recommends that the opening in the gall-bladder 
be stitched to the opening in the abdominal walls so as to permit a 
free external flow of the bile. By this method there is no accumu- 
lation and over-distension with its accompanying irritation and 
inflammation to complicate the course towards recovery. Having for 
some years taught and practiced the making of intestinal fistulz to 
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prevent over-distension and its attendant evils when an enterectomy 
or enterotomy is performed, of course I admire the same method 
when applied to cholecystotomy and believe ‘x preferable to the 
plan of Sir Spencer Wells, where the opening is made into the gall 
bladder, the calculi extracted and then the opening is sewed up and 
the abdominal wound closed. This latter practice is much more 
liable to be followed by a recurrence of the trouble than: is the 
method of Mr. Tait. 

I will only mention Langenbuch’s method of total excision of the 
gall bladder for the cure of gall-stones to state, that in my opinion, 
it should never be put to practice except on the cadaver. 

At the conclusion of the reading of his paper Dr. Byrd exhibited 
a great variety of gall-stones; one as large as a hen’s egg that had 
been passed with the feces. The patient suffered seven years before 
getting rid of it. The first pain occured during its passage through 
the duct and afterwards pain occured as it passed the ileo-ccecal 
valve. He also opened the gall bladder he had removed from the 
cadaver two weeks before and exhibited a collection of brilliant 
white calculi in it. One had become lodged in the cystic duct and 
by pressure had caused one side of the duct to give way and present 
the appearance of a diverticulum containing a stone with one side 
projecting into the duct. 

[ The artificial carlsbad salts are used quite extensively,at the pre- 
sent time, to prevent the formation of gall-stones. In every case, 
where we have used them, they proved beneficial. One case, a lady 
who had been subject to attacks of biliary colic, certainly as often 
as once in two or three months, has now been entirely free from it 
for over four years. The prophylactic was administered daily in 
about 3 iii doses for six months.—Eb. | 
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Among the new remedies with which the materia medica has of 
late years been enriched, there are few which have sprung into 
greater prominence than the stigmata -of maize—the “silk” which 
embellishes the stalk of our common corn. It may seem somewhat 
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incongruous to call an article with which the people of this country 
have been so long familiar, a “new” remedy. The adjective, how- 
ever, as in the case of many other new remedies, so-called, has 
reference rather to the discovery of some therapeutic property than 
to the drug proper. Corn-silk is, therefore, a new remedy, from the 
fact of the comparatively recent discovery of its properties as an 
emollient, antiseptic and diuretic. Under its lenitive action, the in- 
flamed surface of the genito-urinary tract, and more particularly, 
perhaps, of the bladder, as in vesical catarrh, is soothed, and the 
decomposition of urea into the irritant ammonia salts is checked. 
The flow of the urine is at the same time augmented, and thus we 
have a combination of the very effects which an intelligent compre- 
hension of a case of vesical irritation, would seem to dictate, on the 
part of the therapeutist. 

The demand for corn-silk has been rapidly growing ‘since atten- 
tion was first called to it by Drs. Dassun and Dufau, of Paris, and 
Professor Castan, of Montpelier. The fluid extract must be made 
from the recent drug, and hence can be prepared only during a few 
months in the year. The demand, however, for this fluid extract 
has deen in excess of the possible supply during the past year, lead- 
ing to the substitution, in some cases, of a worthless article for the 
freshly-gathered corn-silk, much to the detriment of the reputation 
of this drug. Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., who were the first to 
place a preparation of stigmata maidis before the profession of this 
country, with the return of the season have laid in a large supply of 
the drug, in anticipation of a continuance of its popularity. Em- 
ployees of this house have been at work in the corn-fields of the 
west, laying in a stock of the green drug, and suitably preparing it 
for preservation until it is made up in the form of a fluid extract.— _ 
The Druggists’ Journal. 


At the annual meeting of the Medical Society of the County of 
New York, held Oct. 27th, 1884, Dr. S.O. Van der Poel, president 
in the chair, the Eligibility of Homoeopathic Graduates to Member- 
ship came up. The minutes of a meeting of the Comitia Minora 
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were read, showing that among the candidates for membership there 
were two gentlemen who were graduates of homeopathic colleges. 
To these candidates the following-named questions had been put: 
1. Whether they belonged to a homeopathic medical society. 
They had answered, “No.” 2. Whether they were willing to drop 
their sectarian name. They answered that they had never practiced 
under a sectarian name, and never expected to do so. 3. Whether 
they were connected in any way with any homeopathic medical 
journal. To this they had answered, “No.” 4. Whether they 
were willing to be governed by the laws of the Medical Society of 
the County of New York. They had answered, “Yes.” The 
Comitia therefore recommended them for membership. 

Dr, A. Jacobi said that Dr. Ellsworth Eliot, who was unable to be 
present, had requested him to offer a resolution to the effect that a 
diploma from a homeopathic medical college did not entitle the. 
holder to membership in the society. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 

The two candidates were then unanimously elected to member- 
ship.—Mew York Medical Journal. 


THE ARYAN DOCTOR. 


Susruta, who flourished among the Aryans a thousand years 
before Christ, laid down the following as the ideal to which he 
would have medical students aspire: The physician must utterly 
abstain from love and from hate, from anger and laziness, and from 
greed for gain. He must pay consideration to his external appear- 
ance, and have care that his clothing is appropriate and cleanly. 
He must be a servant of truth. He must show the same respect to 
the Brahmins, to his teachers in medicine, to his friends and to all 
who turn to him for help. The doctor must wear his hair short; 
his nails must be clean and closely cut; he must never leave his 
house except with his cane or sunshade, and above all he must avoid 
any undue intimacy with women. He must be handsome, well-built, 
amiable, earnest, but without self-deceit, friendly and full of spirit; 
his speech must be soft, yet encouraging as that of a friend; his 
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heart must be pure and honorable; he must be a patron of clever- 
ness and sagacity, and must love his patients better than relatives, 
friends or parents. One may have a fear of a brother, a mother or 
a friend, but never of his doctor.—Medical Age. 


CANNED FOODS. 


John P. Hawkins, C. S., Brevet Major General U. S. Army, says, 
in the American Grocer: 

“The army posts throughout the United States have been for a 
long period, now nearly twenty years, supplied with canned articles 
—fruits, meats, vegetables and canned preserves. Many of the posts 
are located where it is not possible to cultivate gardens, either on 
account of poverty of the soil, lack of rainfall or rigor of climate, 
‘and asa consequence there is hardly a military station in the land 
where officers and soldiers and their families do not habitually use 
canned foods; and, as a class, army people are without doubt the 
largest consumers of canned articles, in proportion to their number, 
of any other in the country. While one occasionally sees an article 
in a newspaper telling how some one has been taken sick by reason 
of having eaten something from a can, yet, in all my army experi- 
ence (and for many years I have been chief commissary of a military 
department, and as such had charge of supplying posts with all their 
subsistence,) I have never known or heard of a case of canned-goods 
poisoning in the army. 

‘“‘The canned foods used are not of any particular packing either. 
We buy a good article, and from any packer that will furnish a pro- 
per quality, and there is considerable competition among packers to 
furnish us. Nor are our canned foods purchased in any particular 
section of the country, but usually from the packer or manufacturer 
who converts the crude material into the canned article, and our 
points of purchase extend from Maine to Texas and from the 
Atlantic to the Gulf. So it will be seen that our army supply is 
drawn from the same sources that supply the people at large, and 
that civilians and our army consume the same canned articles and 
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under the same circumstances. I recently inquired of our medical 
director, Lieutenant Colonel John E. Summers, surgeon U.S. Army, 
a careful and skillful observer in his duties, and of large experience 
in his army profession, whether he had ever known of a case of 
poisoning in the army which might be attributed to canned goods, 
or whether any of his medical officers at military posts had ever 
reported such a case to him. To both inquiries he answered, No; 
he had never known or heard of such a case. As in his official 
capacity he has been for many years in the constant receipt of for- 
mal reports concerning the health and mortality of all the posts 
throughout the country, and statements as to causes operating to 
influence the health of every command, it would certainly follow 
that, if there was a suspicion on the part of a medical officer that 
any canned food was the cause of a sickness or a disorder, there 
would be every probability in favor of its being reported and known 
to him and to the entire medical profession of the army. 

“A further important fact in this connection is that soldiers 
often report sick to the surgeon for very trifling ailments, and, as a 
class, they are under more watchful scrutiny than any other class of 
people; and so if a case of poisoning which could justly be attri- 
buted to canned goods were ever to occur among them, even if not 
fatal or serious, there would be but a small chance that it would not 
come to the knowledge of the post surgeon. 

“ Deductions from the foregoing may be fairly made that the 
reports of poisoning by eating canned food are not to be believed, 
or are only to be believed when it may have occured by reason of 
the person having eaten from a can the food which was evidently 
so spoiled that the appearance of the can would indicate the 
unsound condition of its contents. Therefore, having no apprehen- 
sion as to the method of packing an article, whether in tin or in 
glass, whether soldered with the aid of an acid or soldered inside or 
outside the can, there is every reason to consider canned articles as 
good for food as any food can be. The experience of our army 
ought to be conclusive on this subject. And no person having a 
decent knowledge of what is good or bad, sound or unsound, could 
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be misled into eating an improper article from a can any easier than 
he could be induced to eat a decayed potato or a tainted piece of 
butcher’s meat.” —Zx. 


MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE ECLECTIC MEDI- 
CAL SOCIETY. OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK. 


The Eclectic Medical Society of the State of New York convened 
for its twenty-fourth annual session at the Empire House, Syracuse, 
N. Y., on Wednesday, Oct. 15, 1884, at 10 o’clock A. M. 

President James N. Betts, M. D., of Pulaski, called the meeting to 
order. 

The president appointed in the place of absentees on the Board 
of Censors: Arthur R, Tiel, of Matteawan; M. L. Filkins, of 
Albany; E. M. Manwarren, of New Haven; S. D. Hanchett, of 
Chittenango, and C. T. Greenleaf, of Brewerton. A. M. Lesser was 
appointed to act temporarily in place of R. S: Newton. 

The Board of Censors, after an intermission, presented their 
report, recommending all nominees for permanent membership. 

Thomas F. Lucy, of Elmira; H. P. Sharp, of Bliss; A. L. Hunt, 
of Wayland; F. M. Vebber, of Carthage; W. H. Bluett, of Water- 
town; N. R. Carley, of Diana; D. E. Seely, of Addison; Gilbert 
Dart, of Worcester; J.S. Akeley, of West Fulton; H. B. Arnold, 
of Carrottsville; L. O. Goetchius, of Saratoga Springs; J. R. Post, 
of Florence; A. E. Broga, of Stockbridge; H. E. Hunt of New 
York; H. N. Waite, of New York; A. T. Kellerman, of New York; 
S. Shepherd, of Brooklyn; H. E. Cady, of New York; D. K, Mc- 
Donough, of New York; T. Conrad, of New York; M. Broughton, 
Jr., of New York. 

Upon motion of Alexander Wilder, M. D., it was 

Resolved, That the president is hereby authorized to designate 
fifteen members of the Eclectic Medical Society of the State of 
New York, who are graduates of regularly organized medical col- 
leges, who hold legitimate diplomas, or physicians, who have been 
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engaged in reputable practice for fifteen years, as delegates to the 
National Eclectic Medical Association for 1885, and also alternates 
to serve in case of the failure of such delegates, 


NEW AUXILIARY, 


An organization has been formed in Western New York, to be known 
as the Western New York Society, which, at present, consists only 
of members of this society. They have assembled and adopted a 
constitution and by-laws which are presented to this society for their 
censorship. They ask also for the sanction of this society to their 
organization. The field covered is large, including five counties 
in the western part of the state, but as there are so many railroads 
centering in Buffalo, and as this is to be the headquarters of the 
organizations, we feel certain that a large and flourishing society 
can be cultivated and managed in this section. It is worthy of note 
that the old school society in this district takes a very active part in 
State Legislation, and the views of the Eclectics in the same field, 
with a few exceptions, are entirely unheard. 


EXAMINING BOARD. 
In the early part of this year, we were informed by interested 
parties that we had no Examining Board, although such a board 
was appointed by the regents in 1875, It seems that some form of 


acceptance was necessary, and these were never sent. The Secre- 


tary, in reply to my letter, wrote the following: 

“T have to say, that the original Board of Examiners referred to 
in your letter, was appointed in 1875. So far as I know, no person 
ever applied to be examined before this board. No notices of 
acceptance are on file so far as I know, and no organization was 
ever effected. Under such circumstances, I am of opinion that the 
chancellor would not without a reorganization of this board, a re- 
appointment and a proper investiture with office, refer applicants to 
it for examination.” 

As Drs. R. S. Newton and H. Boscowitz, members who were 
appointed, had since died, the Board of Directors determined imme- 
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diately upon filling the vacancies by recommending a new Board 
that would meet the requirements, and that would qualify upon 
appointment. On this subject, the Secretary sent the following: 
“In answer to yours of April 7th, the law specified that the Board 
shall ‘consist of not less than seven members.’ [L. 1872, Ch. 746.] 
The regents have made no rule in reference to it, but have named 
the mimimum number. In selecting the members, care is used to 
name persons fitted by attainments to examine in all the branches; 
but in making the appointments, no designation of departments is 
made. The examiners settle among themselves on which subjects 
they will prepare questions. Histology might very properly be 
included in the same department with Physiology. 
Sincerely yours, 
DAVID MURRAY, 


Secretary,” 


The Board of Directors recommended Drs. R. A. Gunn, D. E. 
Smith, R. E. Kunze, Orin Davis, T. L. Harris, J. E. Danelson and 
M. M. Fenner. No action was taken until the meeting of the Board 
of Regents in July last, when in due time, your Secretary was 
informed of their action by letter, of which the following is a 
copy: 

“Dr. J. Epwin DanE son, Buffalo, N. Y. 

“DEAR SiR:—I am directed by the Board of Regents to inform 
you that after a discussion of the operation of the law for the hold- 
ing of medical examinations and the determination to seek a 
modification or repeal of the law, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

“* Resolved, That in view of the probable modification or repeal 
of the law authorizing the appointment of Board of Examiners and 
the issue of diplomas by the Board of Regents, it is not expedient 
at this time to appoint any additional Examining Board.’ 

Very respectfully, 
DAVID MURRAY, 
Secretary.” 














THE ECLECTIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 337 


It is needless to comment upon the above. To defer action on 
the plea of probable and prospective legislation is contemptuous, 
overbearing and unjust. , 

It is this legislation that, during the coming session of the Legis- 
lature, will call for all the zeal and effort at our command. While 
as a society we are opposed to the enactment of any further laws 
touching the practice of medicine, still, under the guise of a higher 
standard of education and efforts to effect such an object, other 
subjects are dragged in, that, if allowed to pass unnoticed, will 
cripple us as practitioners and practically destroy Eclecticism in 
this state. The bill presented last year was intended to nulify all 
previous legislation, and, by repealing section after section, so 
stated. The fact that college interests were assailed, divided the 
Old School upon the law, and, with the help of a few of our active 
members, the legislation was defeated; but it will arise again the 
coming winter, and we must meet it more zealously than heretofore. 
While your Secretary does not propose to express his opinion upon 
the particular points, yet he is of the opinion that, if we can agree 
upon the issue, we should insist upon equal representation. In all 
the laws that have been passed heretofore we have secured as much, 
and many of them that were meant to cripple us have become dead 
letters, simply from the fact that we were clothed with equal powers 
with our rivals. Our watch-word should be, “No legislation;” but 
if compelled to yield this point, we should take up another, “ Equal 
representation,” and never surrender. 

In conclusion, we would suggest that the next meeting of the 
society occur in New York city, and that the evening of‘the first 
day be given to public addresses in some of the larger public halls 
of the city; that the meeting be advertised, tickets distributed, and 
that we have three or four of the best speakers that we can com- 
mand, in the professional ranks or outside of it, as may be decided 
upon. Such a programme would have the effect of informing peo- 
ple that we are still alive, that we had principles and cherish them, 
and deserving success, we will command it. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, J. Epwin DANELSON 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 





Oct. roth, 1883, balance SECT ROOE TS OTT OE $86.82 
Oct. 15th, 1884, received from the Secretary........... 250.77 
$337 -59 
Oct. roth, 1883, paid for room rent............ $ 8.00 
March 2oth, 1884, Baker, Jones & Co.......... 7.50 
Oct. 15th, 1884, Secretary’s salary............. 200.00 
ND 6 co eee ckn de scneescdevaus 19 .36 
$234.86 
I a oon 5 ose cntuegnswe eins eces.cessenscenes $102.73 


WILLIAM JonEs, Treasurer. 


The Nominating Committee presented their report. On motion, 
the report was received anc the Society proceeded to ballot. 

C. E. Lownsbury and H. E. Hunt were appointed tellers. 

The following were elected officers for the coming year: Presi- 
dent, Henry A. Bolles, of Cortland; Vice-President, Frank D. 
Gridley, of Whitney’s Point; Recording Secretary and Librarian, 
J. Edwin Danelson, of Buffalo; Corresponding Secretary, E. M. 
Manwarren, of New Haven; Treasurer, William Jones, of New- 
burgh. Board of Censors: A. Wilder, First District; A. R. Teil, 
Second District; S. Tuthill, Third District; L. O. Goetchius, Fourth 
District; J. A. Rega, Fifth District; T. L. Harris, Sixth District; 
J. C. Durgan, Seventh District; O. Davis, Eight District; A. M. 
Lesser, Eclectic Medical College of New York. 

The Committee had recommended Saratoga as the place for the 
next meeting. The Society selected New York City, as the place, 
and the second Wednesday and Thursday of September, 1885, as 
the time. 

On motion it was resolved to include Dr. John King’s address 
on special medical legislation in the next volume of Transactions. 

The Committee on Transactions suggested the names of auxiliary 
societies be called, and subscriptions received for the next volume. 
Subscriptions for 160 copies were received. 
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The following amendment to the by-laws was presented: 


Resolved, That Article IX be amended to read as follows: 

Durs.—At each annual meeting of the Society, each permanent 
member shall pay to the Secretary three dollars as annual dues. 
Each member, upon payment of the annual dues, or as soon there- 
after as published, shall receive a copy of the Transactions of the 
Society. Any member failing to pay the dues for two years shall 
be notified of the delinquency, and if the amount due is not paid 
within three months, the name shall be dropped from the roll of 
membership. New members shall be exempt from the payment of 
dues for the first year. Auxiliary societies with a membership of 
fifteen or less shall pay the sum of five dollars as annual dues; 
when the membership exceeds fifteen, the amount of annual dues 
shall be ten dollars. 

Remarks followed by H. E. Hunt, T. L. Harris and C. H. Yel- 
vington. 

The amendments presented at the last meeting were then con- 
sidered. The amendments to Article I was laid upon the table; 
he amendment to Article IV. was lost. 

The following was presented by A. Wilder, and on motion 
adopted: 


Resolved, That as Eclectics we approve unqualifiedly the preamble 
of the National Eclectic Medical Association, and propose to abide 
by it, as the only tenable ground on which an Eclectic physician can 
stand. 


Resolved, That as no medical statute has been enacted in any 
State of this Union at the desire of the people, but only for the 
benefit of a class seeking privileges at public expense, the Eclectic 
Medical Society of New York ask the Legislature to enact no medi- 
cal bill whatever which is not desired by the people, 


Resolved, That the Eclectic Medical Society of the State of New 
York ask for such legislation only as shall assure perfect freedom in 
medical practice as in other callings, and shall not contravene the 
constitutional rights of citizens. 
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Resolved, That the Medical Statute of 1880 ,is an encroachment 
upon the rights of physicians, and the rights of Medical Colleges, 
and a violation of the comity existing between the States of this 
Union, and we respectfully ask for its repeal. 


Resolved, That we have no confidence in the wholesomeness of 
medical boards for the supervision of practice and irregular practi- 
tioners, even with the complimentary addition of an Eclectic or 
Homeopathic physician. 

A copy of resolutions, passed by the west side Medical Society of 
New York City, of similar import and substance, was read to the 
Society. 

The president appointed as an Advisory Committee, T. L. Harris, 
F. D. Gridley and S. Tuthill. 

G. W, Boskowitz and B. M. Genung, were selected to conduct the 
officers elect to their chairs. Each in turn responded with appro- 
priate remarks. 

A vote of thanks was passed in favor of retiring officers. 

A vote of thanks was tendered Parke, Davis & Co., for their fine 
exhibit of medicine, and to N. I. Talbot & Co., for the use of the 
hall. Adjourned. 

J. E. Danetson, Secretary. 


LINES TO A SKELETON. 


Behold this ruin! ° Twas a skull 

Once of ethereal spirit full ; 

This narrow cell was Life’s retreat, 

This space was Thought’s mysterious 
seat. 

What beauteous visions filled this spot, 

What dreams of pleasure, long forgot ! 

Nor hope, nor love, nor joy, nor fear, 

Has left one trace of record here. 


II. 


Beneath thi’ mouldering canopy > 
Once shone the bright and busy eye ; 
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But, start not at the dismal void— 

If social love that eye employed, 

If with no lawless fire it gleamed, 

But through the dews of kindness 
beamed, 

That eye shall be forever bright, 

When stars and suns are sunk in night. 


Ill. 


Within this hollow cavern hung 

The ready, swift, and tuneful tongue ; 

If Falsehood’s honey it disdained, 

And where it could not praise, was 
chained ; 

If bold in Virtue’s cause it spoke, 

Yet gentle concord never broke, 

This silent tongue shall plead for thee, 

When time unveils eternity. 


IV. 


Say, did these fingers delve the mine ? 

Or with its envied rubies shine ? 

To hew the rock, or wear the gem, 

Can little now avail to them. 

But if the page of truth they sought, 

Or comfort to the mourner brought, 

These hands a richer meed shall claim 

Than all that wait or Wealth or Fame. f 
Vv. 

Avails it, whether bare or shod, 

These feet the paths of duty trod, 

' If from the bowers of Ease they fled, 

To seek Affliction’s humble shed ; 

If Grandeur’s guilty bribe they spurned, 

And home to Virtue’s cot returned. 

These feet with angel’s wings shall vie, 

And tread the palace of the sky. 





This poem was printed in the London Chronicle about sixty-five 
years ago, and excited much attention at the time. Every effort, 
even to the offering a reward of fifty guineas, was vainly made to 
discover the author. All ever known was that the poem, in a fair, 
clerkly hand, was found near a skeleton of remarkable beauty of 
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form and color, in the museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Lincoln’s Inn, and that the Curator had sent them to the Chronicle. 
—£. M. Advocate. 


WHAT IS THE BEST TREATMENT FOR CON- 
SUMPTION? 


Having used McArthur’s Syrup of Hypophosphites for more than 
a year, I would like to report to you one case in particular. In June 
last I was called to see a young man, age 18, whose mother and one 
brother had died from phthisis. I found him suffering from severe 
pleuritic pain, night-sweats, severe distressing cough, and profuse 
expectoration, characteristic of first stages in phthisis, tongue coated, 
pulse 128 to 130, temperature 104° at night, profuse crepitus in 
lower half of left lung, dullness on percussion over almost entire left 
side, intercostal depressions marked in left mammary, extending 
backwards into left axiliary region, no appetite, and general facial 
expressions of rapid emaciation, etc. I began the use of McArthur’s 
Hypo. Comp., and continued it for four months, using some other 
means for night-sweats and such other conditions as seemed to re- 
quire attention. To-day the young man is about the farm doing 
light work, appetite excellent, no cough, no night-sweats; the wast- 
ing of lung substance is arrested, leaving dullness in left lower lung 
vesicular murmur gone, and the disease is temporarily arrested at 
least, and he has increased his weight forty-three pounds. With 
care I expect to get him through the winter in good shape, and 
possibly a permanent recovery may ensue. I have used the syrup 

in five other cases during 1883 with gratifying results. 

Very respectfully, 
Cuas. F. Brancu, M. D., 
Sec’y Board U. S. Examining Surg. 
Coventry, Vt., Office of Board, Newport, Vt. 





LOCAL ANESTHETIC FOR MUCOUS SURFACES. 


At the Ophthalmological Congress at Heidelberg,(Medical Record 
Oct. 11), the anesthetic properties of a two per cent. solution of the 
hydrochlorate of cocaine was demonstrated on a patient before the 
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Congress. 


Two drops of the solution were dropped into the eye 
of the patient and after an interval of ten minutes it was evident 
that the sensitiveness of the cornea and conjunctiva were greatly 
diminished. Two more drops were then put in the eye and after 
another period of ten minutes the cornea could be indented with a 
probe without giving rise to any sensation of pain. Before the ex- 
periment the eye on which the observation was made was as sensi- 
tive as the eye which was not subjected to the observation. The 
possible advantage to be derived from this agent is great, almost 
beyond calculation. It appears that the observation was made by 
a student of medicine in Vienna by the name of Koller. It is‘ also 
stated that it was previously used by laryngologists to reduce hyper- 
esthesia of the pharynx-and larynx. 

No sooner was Dr. Noyes’ communication received in New York 
than the ophthalmologists there resorted to its use and by its aid 
operated for strabismus on children and without giving any pain 
and without the administration of ether or chloroform. It seems 
only necessary to introduce two drops of a two per cent. solution of 
the hydrochlorate of cocaine at an interval of ten minutes in order 
to produce complete anesthesia of the superficial tissues of the eye- 
ball. It does not seem possible that it can have any deleterious 
influence to offset its advantages. The ophthalmologists who have 
already spoken of its virtues are Drs. Agnew, Moore and Minor. 








Editorial. 





CHOLERA. 


The New York State Board of Health has issued a manifesto to 
the Local Boards and to the people setting forth the causes and 
prevention of Cholera, and warning them of its possible early 
approach. They claim, with all those who are familiar with the 
disease, that it is contagious, gaining access into a country by 
sea or land, from those having the disease, from clothing, import- 
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ed, from fomites and following along the most frequented routes of 
travel. That a moist and warm atmosphere is more conducive to its 
spread than dry and warm, and that with a very small spark of the 
disease, mingled with filth and moisture and heat it will grow and 
multiply to an alarming extent. They advise all towns and cities 
and in fact all persons to clean up, and keep clean, until the indica- 
tions of its approach have died away. We might also add that it 
will do no harm to continue the cleaning up process until the last 
trump shall blow. m 


That Cholera will reach our shores the coming year, no one has 
the least doubt, and it is therefore of the utmost importance that 
the physician as well as the various boards of health should buckle 
on their armor and have their lamps trimmed and burning. A phy- 
sician should instruct all those to whom he administers to exercise 
cleanliness of person, premises and all his surroundings, to disinfect 
everything from whence odors arise, keep everything as dry as pos- 
sible, particularly in the evening and in the night as these are the 
times when the disease stalks forth most boldly; to eat the most 
healthy and fresh food, avoid over-stimulation and keep the mind as 
placid as possible, as fear is a greater cause of deaths from Cholera 
than the disease itself. After all this, the premonitory diarrhoea 
should be attended to at once. If this is allowed to continue for a 
day or two, which is commonly the case, as it is most always pain- 
less, Cholera will supervene and the case then assumes a ten-fold 
gravity. 

What can be said in relation to the treatment of Cholera ? Epi- 
demics after epidemics have visited our shores, as well as Europe, 
sweeping off hundreds of thousands, it might be said, without a 
hand being lifted to stay the great destroyer,-for certainly the most 
that has been done has been of far more harm than good and 
it may be said that the poor victims have been subjects for experi- 
ments the same as the Yellow Fever patients have been for gener- 
ations. No specific has been found to check the disease say- 
ing nothing of the cure. 
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The reason of this undoubtedly lies in the fact that the disease 
tends towards the mucous membranes of the stomach and bowels, 
where an endosmosis is constantly going on to such a fearful extent 
that there can be no possible hope of absorption of medicines or 
anything else taking place. It would not seem as though it were 
possible to derive benefit from medicines taken into the stomach in 
severe cases. Medicines administered hypodermically would appear 
to be more efficacious. The surface is almost always cold, and as 
the fluids of the body pass off so rapidly, flowing as a river toward 
the intestines, the body assumes a shrunken appearance, the tem- 
perature is lowered, and the breath is cold. It has been suggested, 
for this condition, that alcohol vapor baths be given in the hope of 
restoring the heat and forcing back the blood to the skin. It would 
seem as though this might arrest the disease, long enough, at least, 
to allow the stomach an opportunity to absorb some remedies. 
Care should be taken, however, after this operation, not to allow the 
cold air to chill the patient or the advantage gained would be irre- 
parably lost, for the disease-would return with double violence. The 
patient should be wrapped in the blanket that surrounds him while 
in the bath, placed in a warm bed and a slight moisture kept up for 
some time, if possible. If the current can be reversed the patient 
should get better, whether he does or not. That is good reasoning 
whether it is good practice or not. The patient should be kept 
perfectly quiet and encouraged in every way possible, for when he 
gives up hope he is lost. 

Probably as good a remedy as was ever administered is the Satu- 
rated solution of gum camphor in Hoffman's anodyne liquor. The 
dose is from two to five drops, on sugar, as frequently administered 
as necessary. 

With our sanitary regulations so complete it is not to be expected 
that Cholera will ravish our land and lay its population low, but in 
the lower strata it will undoubtedly find a lodgment, for it is almost 
impossible to keep these quarters clean and force the use of whole- 
some food. The natural state of some of the lower classes is a life 
in filth, and to clean them up would be to kill them and here we 
" must expect the enemy. 
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It is claimed that patients suffering from cholera should be 
isolated from their fellow men the same as small-pox patients, but 
whether this is true or not is a question which is yet open for dis- 
cussion. Owing to its general extension it would hardly be prac- 
tical. 


BUTTERMILK, 


Buttermilk is a true milk peptone, and with the exception of kou- 
miss, is the most digestable milk product at our command. Its laxa- 
tive properties may be employed in habitual constipation, and its 
diuretic powers in,various kidney troubles. It is much employed in 
the treatment of diabetes, and often is the only food that can be 
retained on the stomach in cancer of that organ or in gastric ulcer. 
It may often be prescribed successfully where we order a combina- 
tion of milk and lime-water. ; G. 


PHOSPHIDE OF ZINC; STRAMONIUM, ETC. 


Phosphide of zinc in 1-15 to 1-10 grain doses in alternation with 
the bromides is a good remedy in the treatment of epilepsy. It will 
also be found serviceable in the same dose in religious mania after 
we have treated the patient about a week with 5 drop doses of tinc- 
ture of stramonium. The stramonium alone is indicated in delirium 
tremens with paroxysms of laughing, loquacity and a desire to escape 
from the bed or room. 5 to 8 drops of the tincture every two 
hours will calm the patient nicely. Hyoscyamus is, however, more 
often indicated in acute alcoholism. G. 


BROMIDIA. 


The following is a good working formula for the preparation of 
bromidia, and gives a clear fluid free from sediment. 

Rk. Chloral Hydrate, Potassii Bromide,aa 3 iss; Ext. Hyoscyami, 
Ext, Cannabis Indice, aa grs. vi; Spts. Rectificat, 3 iii; Aurantii 
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Cort. Fl. Ext., min. xlv; Aquz, q.s. ad., Zvi. Dissolve the chlo- 
ral and bromide in the water; rub the solid extracts well with a little 
prepared chalk and then dissolve in the alcohol. Mix the two solu- 
tions and filter. | Dose.— One-half to one fluid drachm every hour 
until sleep is produced. May be employed in the wakefulness of 
acute alcoholism when the heart is in good condition and pupils con- 
tracted showing hyperemia of the brain. G. 








TREATMENT OF ERYSIPELAS—HOMCGOPATHIC 
—ALLOPATHIC. 


Jousset (Homeceopath) tells us that in the common (facial) and 
benign forms of erysipelas belladonna is oftener indicated than any 
other drug. He employs the 3° dilution. China, he adds, is the 
remedy in the malignant form, and has been sufficient for him in 
every serious case of erysipelas for years. His dose is 75 minims 
of the mother tincture daily. - 

Bartholow tells us that there are two remedies for erysipelas— 
belladonna and quinia sulphate. That belladonna alone is sufficient * 
in facial and benign erysipelas and that quinine must be added in 
the malignant form. His dosage in ordinary cases is % gr. of ext. 
belladonna every 4 hours until the throat becomes dry. To this he 
adds from 2 to 5§ grs. of quinine in malignant cases. Which is 
homeeopathy? Which is allopathy ? G. 








Book Rotices. 





The Treatment of Uterine Displacements, including Prolapsus, Anteversion, 
Retroversion, Anteflexion and Retroflexion. By W. Eccrrt, M. D., second 
edition, illustrated. Chicago, Duncan Bros., 133 and 135 Wabash ave., 1884. 


" This little work of 135 pages gives a very comprehensive idea of 
the above difficulties with their homceopathic treatment. 
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It clearly illustrates the different positions of the uterus when out 
of place as also the most approved appliances, external and internal, 
with causes and indications for medicines. 

It will render great assistance to the physician, in untying knotty 
cases that often comes under his care, 


The Medical Record Visiting List or Physicians’ Diary for 1885, New 

York. William Wood & Company. 

This is a very handsome visiting list which does great credit to 
the publishers so far as a visiting list can. It contains all that is 
necessary for such a work, such as the Metric System, Thermometric 
Scales, Table of Signs, Almanac, Table,for Estimating the Probable 
Duration of Pregnancy, Approximate Equivalents of Small 
Weights, Doses of Drugs Used for Subcutaneous Injections, Doses 
of Common and Rare Drugs, Drugs Suited for Atomization, Inhala- 
tion, Doses, etc.; Disinfectants, The Urine, Amount, Color, Odor, 
Chemical Analysis; Poisons and their Antidotes, Emergencies, 
Facts, Lister’s-Anticeptic Solutions, Treatment of Asphyxia from 
Various causes, Visiting List, etc., etc. In fact, everything, and 
more too. 


The North American Review for December.contains: 
I. - Labor and Capital Before the Law. By Justice T. M. Cooley. 
II. Palace of the Kings of Teryns. By Dr. Henry Schliemann. 
III. Notes on Railway Management. By William K. Ackerman. 
IV. The British House of Lords. By Geo. Ticknor Curtis. 
V. Responsibilities for State Roguery. By John F. Hume. 
VI. Friendship in English Poetry. By Principal J. C. Shairp. 





A Beautiful Illustrated Catalogue of Surgical Instruments for sale by 
Lyman & Jeffery. 311 Main street, Buffalo, N. Y. 





Vin Mariana. Erythroxylon Coca, its Use in the Treatment of Dis- 
ease. Mariani & Co., Paris and Ig East 16th street, New York. 
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Problems of Nature, a Paper Devoted to Scientific Discussions and 
Investigations. Issued on the Ist and 15th of every month, Publication 
office, 21 Park Row, New York, by H. B. Philbrook, Editor. Subscription one 
year $1.50, six months, 75 cents, single copies 6 cents. Foreign subscription 
$2.00 

Jaquirity. Its Uses in Diseases of the Skin. By John V. Shoemaker, 
A. M., M.D. Extracts from Zhe TZransactions of the Medical Society of the 
State of Pennsylvania for 1884. 


The Chironian. 


A new Medical Monthly edited and published by the Medical 
Students of the Homeopathic Medical College, of New York City. 
A spicy and interesting journal. Terms $1.50. 





Annals of Surgery. 

A monthly review of Surgical Science and Practice. Edited by 
L. S. Pilcher, M. D., Brooklyn, N. Y., and C. B. Keetley, F. R.C.S., 
London, England. One of the best journals published. 


To be Published Soon. Reference Hand-book of the Medical Sciences. Only 
by subscription from $6.00 to $8.00. William Wood & Company. 


A library in itself. 








Aews and Miscellany. 





‘TAYLOR gives a record of 50 cases of specific and non-specific 
buboes successfully treated by an injection of from ro to 14 drops of 
phenic acid into the inflamed gland. When he employed the injec. 
tion before the formation of pus, progress was immediately arrested 
and the pain soothed in a few minutes, 

VELENCINATE of cerium in grain and a half doses is the latest 
remedy for the vomiting of pregnancy. 

BromiIDE of nickel, in 5 to7 grain doses, is superior to any other 
bromide in the treatment of congestive headache. 
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SciaTica.—To afford immediate relief to the patient I charge a 
syringe with eight drops of chloroform and introduce the needle 
its full length into the muscles of the ilio-femoral crease. In two 
days this application will be repeated, while the man will at once be 
put on the use of strong lemonade. 

Here a very practical experience is to be kept in memory: hypo- 
dermic injection of chloroform, while affording relief in sciatica, acts 
exactly conversely in facial neuralgia. [Garretson.] 


ATROPINE vs. CARBOLIC AciD.—The physiological antagonism of 
atropine to carbolic acid, so valuable in poisoning by the latter, is 
not widely enough known. In carbolic acid poisoning, atropine 
should be administered hypodermically. [Bartholow. | 


AN OINTMENT consisting of a drachm and a half of salicylic acid 
to the ounce of vaseline is recommended in the treatment of lupus. 
A weaker ointment containing 15 grains of the acid to the ounce of 
vaseline gives satisfactory results in eczema of the scalp and impe- 
tigo contagiosa in children. - 


A verY efficient solution for the removal of corns may be pre- 
pared from the following ingredients. 

R. Acid Salicylici, 30 parts; Ext. Cannabis, 5 parts; Collodii, 
240 parts; M. S. A. Sig: Paint the corn with this every night for six 
nights. On the seventh night bathe the foot in warm water and the 
corn will usually come out adherent to the collodion pellicle. c. 


To PREPARE PuRE Hyprosromic Acip.—If 100 grammes of 
powdered potassium bromide be heated ina pint flask with 280 
grammes of phosphoric acid, there passes off at first water, then an 
aqueous acid and finally pure hydrobromic acid. The yield is about 
80 per cent. of the calculated quantity. G. 

To DeEsTROY THE NERVE IN A TootH Cavity.—After the cavity 
has been cleaned out, and dried with absorbent cotton, a minute 
quantity of the following paste is introduced. J. Arsenious acid 
3 parts, Morphia sulphate 2 parts, Creosote q. s. to make a paste. 
A small plug of cotton moistened with collodion is then introduced 
so as to seal up the whole. 





NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 351 


MALTINE (Extract Malted Barley, Wheat and Oats) with its various 
compounds seems to take the lead at the present time, as it did from 
the first, and is so well known that scarcely a family can be found 
who is not familiar with its virtues. Do not forget to use it in your 
dibilitated cases. 

A New Synonym For QuininE.—At Croton, New York, common 
drugs are sold at all the stores. Recently an Irishwoman entered 
one of them, and said toa new clerk: ‘“ Would yees be afther put- 
ting up for me a pound of Queen Anne’s powders?” The clerk 
took down a package of Royal baking powder and was doing it up, 
when she exclaimed: “Not that at all, at all; me Pathrick is sick 
wid the African faver.” ‘The what fever?” inquired the clerk. 
“The faver ’nagur,” replied the woman. “An yees should see poor 
Pathrick shake, He hasn't a tooth left.” The woman got the 
quinine which she wanted.—Gail/ara’s Med. Jour. 


A DISCOVERY has been made by a French homeeopathic physician 
which promises even a greater revolution than that inaugurated by 


the founder of his school of medicine. He asserts that his remedies 
will cure not only physical ailments but human passions. A Paris 
paper describing his theory says “he has a remedy for everything ; 
nux vomica for jealousy, sulphur for drunkenness, salicia for obsti- 
nacy, arsenicum for malice, and belladonna for imbecility.” Most 
of the medicines named are certainly sure cures if taken in sufficient- 
ly large doses.— Exchange. 


THE prize of 40,000 francs offered by the French Academy for 
some certain test of death, to prevent people from being buried 
alive, was given to a physician who announced that on holding the 
hand of the supposed dead person to a strong light, if living a scar- 
let tinge is seen where the fingers touch, showing a continuous cir- 
culation of the blood, no scarlet being seen if dead. 

Tue lovers of base-ball will be interested in a plate showing the 
faces of the most prominent players, which is gotten up by Messrs. 
Root & Tinker, and can be obtained from P. Lorillard & Co., 
Jersey City, N. J. The likenesses are very good we understand. 
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THE remains of an English traveler had been’ exhumed for inter- 
ment in the family vault. When the coffin was opened we started 
back in affright. ‘Why, these appear to be the remains of a lion.” 
“Yes,” replied a nephew of the deceased, with a sigh, “that’s the 
lion that ate him up; uncle’s inside of him!” 


WE see that Dr. Bell has removed from Senica Castle to Smyria, 
but will locate permanently in Grand Rapids. 


Mr. E. DuNCAN SNIFFEN, the well-known advertising agent, has 
sued Mr. E. Lum Smith of the Agent’s Herald for $100,000, for 
calling him “the convicted swindling scoundrel.” Mr. Smith was 
arrested and held in $5,000 bail we understand. Mr. Sniffen is 
extensively engaged in placing medical advertisements. 


“Way are you so thoughtful?” asked a wife of her convalescent 
husband. 

He had been very sick and for several days his life was despaired 
of, but he was getting better very rapidly. 

“I’m afraid,” he said in response to his wife’s question, “that I 
may have committed myself rather too strongly with the minister.” 
—E£x. 


EXTENDED MENSTRUATION.—Dr. E. W. Lane, Scarboro, Georgia 
(Medical Summary, July, 1881) reports a case of regular menstrua- 
tion extending from the fourteenth to the sixty-ninth year, and 
irregularly till the seventieth. At the autopsy of the patient, she 
having died in her seventy-first year, nothing unusual was discovered 
in the genital organs. The case is unusually well authenticated, the 
patient having been under Dr. Lane’s observation for twenty-five 


years, and its being supplemented by an autopsy, adds much to its 


value. » 


J. E, A. Batt, Biard, Texas (Medical Brief, November, 1881), 
reports the case of a negro woman who gave birth to a chiid at the 
age of sixty. The age of the mother was authenticated by the 
record of her birth, in possession of her former owner. 





